
William A. Durkin, Jr.
July 26, 1949 - April 18, 2021

On April 18th, Willam A Durkin Jr. passed away after a long battle with cancer.
In the midst of the pandemic, his family, friends, neighbors, and colleagues
were unable to host a proper celebration of his life. On Saturday July 24th we
will gather at MKE Urban Stables to remember his stories, appreciate his
contributions, and support each other as we share memories of the times we
loved, the times we cried, the times we fought, and the times we laughed.  

 

Please join us to remember and celebrate Bill's life 
 

on Saturday July 24th from 1:00-3:30 with a brief tribute at 2:00 
 

MKE Urban Stables, 143 East Lincoln Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53207 
 

  
 

Casual attire. No high heels! (It's a stable!)  Please pass this on to others who
knew Bill.  We hope you can join us 

 Katie, Elizabeth, Christine and Ryan 
 

  
 

  



Found peace on April 18th, 2021 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  
 

Bill was born in Oak Park, Illinois, on July 26th, 1949 to William Anthony and
Martha Sexton Durkin, who preceded him in death. One of ten siblings, he
spent his childhood in the Milwaukee area and later in Madison. He was a
graduate of Edgewood High School, the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee,
and he would no doubt want us to mention, Madame Kuony's School of
Culinary Arts. 

 

He returned to the state where he was born for various reasons over the
years: to visit beloved family, to build Radio Flyer wagons, to follow his
conscience with the Chicago 15, to raise funds for the Hadley School for the
Blind, to "watch the Cubs lose," and to contribute to the community archives
on peace and social justice at DePaul University. Bill was dedicated to building
the ethics of charitable giving and served as president of both the local and
national associations of professional fundraisers. He served as the Director of
Development for Cardinal Stritch University and the UWM Foundation. He
was the President of Durkin Associates, providing professional counsel to
more than 100 clients over the course of his career. He taught others how to
"develop a taste for giving," make connections, work together, and enrich the
community. He was a former director of the Whitefish Bay Public Education
Foundation and a proud Rotarian.  

 

Bill will be remembered for his warmth, his wit and his persistent willingness to
cause good trouble. He loved to celebrate and could always be counted on for
his good humor, good food and good wine. He leaves behind happy memories
and a reminder to enjoy life and take care of others. He will be missed by his
best friend and wife of 38 years, Kathleen Pritchard; the children he adored:
Elizabeth (Charlie Roedel), Christine, and Ryan (Jennifer); his loving siblings
and in-laws: Charlotte Durkin, Ginny Stamm, Marian Durkin, Maureen (Jack



Longley), David (Trish Canady), Martha (John Leonardo), Ellen (Jim Nelson),
Angela (Rich Tate), Susan Pederson (John) and Tom Pritchard (Roxanne); his
accomplished nieces and nephews, cousins, and countless friends and
colleagues. He joins his brothers Terrence and Lawrence, and his brothers-in-
law Dave Horley, Ted Neely, and Alfred Stamm who have gone before him.  

 Always the fundraiser, Bill would ask for contributions in his name to Casa
Maria, the Cancer Center at Froedtert Hospital or Milwaukee Urban Stables.  

 

A private service was held on April 22, 2021 and a fitting celebration of his life
will take place this summer.
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Karen J. Coy-Romano - April 25, 2021 at 12:00 AM

My deepest condolences to Kathleen and the family and friends of
Bill.  I've been a fundraiser in the nonprofit sector for over 50 years
and it seems like I have always known Bill as wise counsel and
expert to the many community organizations and institutions we all
hold dear.  He was a wonderful man and colleague to all of us
working to improve the lives of others.  Bill's passing is a huge loss
to us all.  My thoughts and prayers are with you.BTW--I'm also
connected to Madame Kuony's School of Culinary Arts.  Fond
memories.  Warmest regards,Karen Coy-Romano, CFRE,
MSSOLUTIONS UNLIMITED

Pat and Bob Graf - April 25, 2021 at 12:00 AM

Bill was a strong support in '69-70 while Bob was in jail for the
Milwaukee 14. He drove Pat to the hospital when our son was born.
Our sincere condolences to all the Durkin family. We are sending a
donation to Casa Maria as a memorial to BD!

Kevin Cassidy - April 24, 2021 at 12:00 AM

A mentor, friend  many a ball game. Living with Bill some 40 years
ago, and around some holiday, he announced he would be baking a
ham encased in rye paste. All of us living there said WHAT (you
can't treat a ham that way). needless to say it was great and he
hadn't even met Kuony. Bill taught us all so much.Katie and all Bills
family   he was a wonderful human being.Bill   continued good
travels.


